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BIG HILL PFAS TEST RESULTS 

 
STURGIS – In August of this year, the City voluntarily tested 12 private drinking water wells 

south of Big Hill Landfill property on Big Hill Road as part of proactive monitoring of 

perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) levels. Test results were received in two 

batches - August 21 and September 4 - and all tests were reported below the State of Michigan’s 

most recent drinking water quality standards related to PFAS. 

PFAS are a group of industrial chemicals that have been used world-wide in common 

consumer products and manufacturing processes.  In early August the State of Michigan 

finalized new regulations which limit seven PFAS chemicals in municipal drinking water.  Two 

of the chemicals are perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS).  

Under the new regulations, PFOA has a limit of 8 parts per trillion (ppt) and PFOS has a limit of 

16 ppt.  These limits are the same as those proposed by the State in 2019. 

In October of 2019 the City sampled water at three locations at Big Hill Landfill for 

PFAS chemicals.  Results identified one testing location with a PFOA of 11.5 ppt, above the at-

the-time proposed drinking water standard.  Out of a preponderance of caution, the City 

voluntarily tested additional wells further south on City property for PFAS in February of 2020.  

Once again, one testing site produced a PFOA result of 10.4 ppt and led the City to voluntarily 

expand testing to residential well sites further south on Big Hill Road. 
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Samples were collected from nine locations on August 5, 2020 and three on August 28, 

2020 and test results were received August 21 and September 4, 2020.  Testing was conducted 

for 18 PFAS chemicals, including PFOA and PFOS.  Results found non-detects for all PFAS 

chemicals at all but one testing location.  The one testing location with a detectable result 

returned a level of 2.26 ppt for PFOS, below the State’s drinking water quality standard. 

Following the formal adoption of the new PFAS standards in early August, the Michigan 

PFAS Action Response Team (MPART) identified Big Hill Landfill as an investigation site 

based on the City’s October and February test results.  The City’s sampling of residential wells 

pre-dated this action; more information on the State’s monitoring of the site is available here: 

(https://www.michigan.gov/pfasresponse/0,9038,7-365-86511_95645-535377--,00.html).  The 

City will continue to cooperate with MPART and the Michigan Department of Environment, 

Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) regarding testing at and around Big Hill Landfill.  

While this testing does not impact the City’s municipal water supply, the City continues 

to monitor water quality of the municipal drinking water system, as well as surface water 

discharges from the wastewater treatment plant and Big Hill Landfill treatment system.  Results 

of testing will continue to be shared through the City’s Facebook page (facebook.com/sturgismi) 

and website (sturgismi.gov/pfas).  More information on PFAS can be found on the State of 

Michigan’s dedicated website, michigan.gov/pfasresponse. 
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